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Wasting opportunities

One of the most highly coveted and renowned plant with
almost every therapeutic property imaginable has to be
Panax Ginseng, or Ginseng as is more commonly known
throughout the world. The medicinal plant which have
gained almost magical reputation for being able to
promote health, general body vigour, to prolong life and
treat many ailments including depression, diabetes,
fatigue, ageing, inflammations, internal degeneration,
nausea, tumours, pulmonary problems, dyspepsia,
vomiting, nervousness, stress, and ulcers for thousands
of years have not yet ceased to amaze the world with its
almost endless list of health benefits and properties, with
more and newer discoveries being made with each
passing day. Perhaps the genus Panax derived from the
Greek word meaning Panacea or ‘all healing’ is a testimony
to the proven efficacy of this wonder plant.

Manipur is naturally endowed with an ecosystem which
is conducive to the growth of this plant, and people in
the hills have been foraging the forests and the hills for
these wonder plants for ages which fetch them handsome
prices even in the local market, while a kilo of this plant
in the national market can earn more than 3000 rupees.
The only catch is that these plants are categorized as
forest products and are banned from commercial
transactions without the approval of the forest
department. Arrests of individuals trying to smuggle
ginseng roots by the security forces are still frequently
being reported.

The reluctant stand of the state government regarding
the development of natural cultivation centers for these
highly prized and high value plants is beyond anyone’s
comprehension. Instead of spending resources on trying
to stem the smuggling of Ginseng and other such valuable
medicinal plants, which will always be a futile exercise,
it is time the state government take proactive steps to
draw up a comprehensive and enduring plan of action so
that the people of the state can benefit from the
systematic cultivation of these plants under expert
guidance. With the present demand for these plants,
there will not be any dearth of buyers or markets, and
the growers can be assisted by state agencies to fetch
the best price. If the state government is eager and
willing, a processing unit can even be set up which will
provide value addition to the product enabling profit
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EgyptAir flight MS804 went down into Mediterranean Sea

NewYork, May 19: EgyptAir Flight  airspace and at an altitude of 37,00@itizens, one Briton, two Iragis, asThe Greek authorities have also
MS804 that went off radar screensfeet when radar contact with it waswell as people from Canada,joined Egyptian armed forces in the
early today while en route from Parislost.According to Sky NewArabia, Belgium, Kuwait, Saudirabia, search operation. The company also
to Cairo went down into the the aircrafts last appearance wasAlgeria, Sudan, Chad and Portugaestablished a hotline for passengers’
Mediterranean Sea, theAl above Greece. including three children. Egypir  relatives. Egyptian Prime Minister
Mayadeen TV channel reportsEgyptAir says it received a distressis following the situation closely Sherif Ismail has reached at the
citing airline sourced\ccording to  signal before the plane disappearesvith the competent authoritiesairport in Cairo, along with the
EgyptAir, flight MS804, en route from radarAccording to the airline, through the integrated operationdamilies of those on board. Egysit
from Paris to Cairo, went off radar there were a total of 66 people orcentre. EgypAir said, special teams Flight MS 804 departed from the
screens at 00:45 GMdday Egypt board the plane, including 56 from the EgyptiamArmed Forces Charles de Gaull&irportin Paris at
Air said viaTwitter that the plane passengers. The passengerwere are at site located for23:09 GMT The plane was headed
was 10 miles into the Egyptianincluded 30 Egyptians, 15 Frenchinspection and rescue. for Cairo Internationairport.

Tea processing unit setuplinpura to benefit small tea growers

from the small tea growers. of tea plantation in Tripura that startedt present there are 54 tea estates
Brahmakunda , May 19:Till a few But the absence of tea processing unituring the royal times. The first teabeside 4346 small tea growers in
years back people even did not daretdthin the periphery was the biggestplantation was done in the year 1918ripura and the state earns revenue
to visit these area during the day timburdle for these growers as they hadt Hirachera in North Tripura. of Rs 88.33 lakh out of tea annually

but with waning of insurgency fromto pay big amount for transporting the n h k h N

the state of Tripura, things havereen leaf to factories at long distance

drastically changed here andnd which reduced the price leaf and Major eart qua e may It
developmental activities have agaimwas a loss for the producers. .

reactivated. To address the inadequate tea ‘Jammu and KaSh mlr StUdy
The worst sufferer of more than threprocessing infrastructure, especiallyPTl earthquake lifted one section of the

decade tribal insurgency in Tripura hator the small tea growers and worke|
been the poor tribal people livingcooperative tea estate ffigpuraTea
especially in the remote areas, but n@tevelopment Corporation (TTDC
with peace people are getting benefitnder the state government install
and actively participating in thea modernized factory a
developmental activities. Brahmakunda.

One of best instance of this is th&etup at a cost of Rs 8.35 crores,
setting up of a tea processing unit iaround half the amount as financi

rdVashington, May 19:A major fault five or more meters - possibly
earthquake, of magnitude 8 orabout 4,000 years ago.
greater may strike Jammu and Written records from local
ekashmir endangering the lives of monasteries refer to strong ground-
as many as a million people, latesshaking over the past several
geologic mapping in the Himalayanthousand years, researchers said.
ittmnountains of the state suggests. However they do not have much
piScientists have known about theevidence as to how frequent major
remote bordering Brahmakundaassistance from the North East CourjciRiasi fault in Jammu and Kashmir earthquakes occur on the fault, or
village, around 50 km north of capita{NEC), Tripura Chief Minister Manik| but it was not thought to be as muctwhen it may happen again.
Agartala, and which was onceSarkar on Tuesday inaugurated thes a threat as oth@nore active fault “The Riasi fault is not prominent on
considered den of militants. modernized central tea processingystems. Howeverfollowing a hazard maps for earthquake activity
Several tea gardens have bedactory magnitude 7.6 earthquake in 2005 omut those maps are usually based
predominantly found in this area andarkar inspected the factory alonghe nearby Balakot-Bagh fault in themore on the history of seismic activity
itwas the main source of employed ofiith Industry and Commerce Minister Pakistan-occupied Kashmir - whichrather than the potential for future
a larger section of people. Tapan Chakraborty and otherwas not considered particularlyevents,” saidAndrew Meigs, a
But during early nineties due todignitaries. dangerous because it was not ogeology professor in OSt/College
growing tension of insurgency mosthe Chief Minister appealed to thethe plate boundary - researchersf Earth, Ocean, andtmospheric
of the garden owners had eitheprivate tea garden owners of the stateegan scrutinising other fault Sciences and co-author on the study
stopped visiting and caring for theitto invest in the sector by setting ypsystems in the region. “In actuality, the lack of major
tea estate as were facing loss in the tpeocessing factories and assured (alfhey found that the Riasi fault hasearthquakes heightens the likelihood
business leading to a large section bklp from the government. been building up pressure for somehat seismic risk is high,” said Meigs.
tea labours engaged in the gardefiShe private garden owners shouldtime, suggesting that when it doesThe researchers said 50 per cent of

maximization and generating both employment and
earnings. There have been reports of big processing firms
expressing interests in procuring various medicinal plants
and products from the state in large quantities, and if
the state government can negotiate a favorable terms for
the people of the state, there is a huge potential for the
state to become the supplier of these coveted herbs and
plants and bring in huge revenues. Such a situation will
also positively affect the people and will definitely help in

migrated from the area out of fear or imlso start factories. In our state the
search of alternate job. are owners who runs few tea garde|
The worst sufferer of insurgency hasome of them have set up factory H
been the tea labours and their familiethere are others who are not interes
who not only lost their livelihood andin investing for setting up factorjo

were living in misery but also theirthem our appeal will be that we al
shelter setting factories and in the simil
Many of the tea gardens ceased theitanner you also setup factory and
activities and in absence of productiorequired we shall help if there is an

reelease or “slip,” the resulting the seismic “budget” for the fault can
nwarthquake may be large - as muche accounted for with the new
uas magnitude 8.0 or great&hat information. The budget is
tedke set out to learn was how muchdetermined over geologic time by the
the fault has moved in the last tensnovement of the tectonic plates. In
eof thousands of years, when itthat region, the India tectonic plate
rmoved, and how different segmentss being subducted beneath fea
ibf the fault move,” saidrann plate at arate of 14 millimetres a year;
yGavillot, lead author on the studythe Riasi fault accounts for half of

alleviating the numerous social disturbances arising out of
the increasing lack of earning opportunities. But time is
of the essence, and the state government should realize
that despite its seemingly vigilant watch over the natural
resources, there will be smugglers who are ready to take
chances as long as the pickings are generous.

Chinese f|ghter jets intercept us S|D)piso started rejuvenating by getting ity persons most of who will b

plane over South China Sea: Pentag

ANI
Washington,

Without giving additional details,
May 19: The he added, “Initial reports

@drkers, beside many locals startefihe new factory leased to a loc|

of tea leaves three estate factories hadope for that and we can discuss jowho did much of the work as athat but has no records of major
closed down in the area. it,” said Sarkar doctoral student at Oregon Stateearthquakes since about 4,000 years
Howeverthings started changing fronirhe factory shall not only benefit the University in the US. ago, indicating a major slip, and
end of the last decade, insurgencymall tea grower of the area hy“What we found was that the Riasiearthquake, is due.

started gradually waning out of Tripuraeducing their transportation cost bpitfault is one of the main active faults“In the last 4,000 years, there has only
and people started returning back talso give better price for the green legfin Kashmir but there is a lack of been one major event on the Riasi
their original place and trade. Beside the factory is also going foearthquakes in the more recenfault, so there is considerable slip
Thus the tea gardens in Brahmakungaovide direct employment to at leastgeologic record.” The fault hasn't deficit,” Meigs said. “When there is
slipped for a long time, which meansa long gap in earthquakes, they have
the potential for a large earthquakethe potential to be bigger unless
alis strong. IS not a question of if &'  earthquakes on other faults release
producing green leaf in their backyareéntrepreneur for four years has| ayoing to happen. &' a matter of the pressure valvéVe havert seen
tea gardens. production capacity of five lakh Kg when,” said Gavillot. that. By comparison, there have been
The situations finally transformed andf made tea annually and it has beefhere is direct evidence of someabout 16 earthquakes in the past

attention of the owners and care of thengaged from that area.

Pentagon has said that two Chineseharacterized the incident asat present théVestTripura district estimated that TTDC will get revenueseismic activity on the fault, where4,000 years in the Cascadia

fighters have conducted anunsafe.”

“unsafe” intercept of a U.S. spy Tensions between both nationSeaf daily of which 33.87 percent comeJhis is the centenary year celebrati

plane in international air space ovehave turned sour in the Soutl
the South China Sea. China Sea, where Beijing has bee
“The Department of Defense isbuilding islets into military bases.
reviewing a May 17 intercept of aChina has also asserte

US maritime patrol reconnaissancesovereignty over large parts of the

aircraft by two tactical aircraft from critical waterway
the Peoples Republic of China,” the Washington along witlietnam

produces around 117.45 lakh kgs greei around 20 lakh annually fromit. | the researchers could seeSubduction Zone off the Northwest

ordisplacement of the Earth where arcoast of the US,” said Meigs.

Contd. from page 1
Are Maniputs 3 bills with Rashtrapati Bhavan or PMO?

Now, the next question is —whetherBhavan, then all political parties’ bills to become an act. OneCongress government in Manipur

Guardian quoted Major Jamieand the Philippines claims saysthe Presidens Secretariat has delegation led by the Chief MinisterAdditional Chief Secretary of towards the Prime Minister Modi is
Davis, Pentagon spokesman aBeijing’s assertions have no basisforwarded the bills to be studied toof Manipur makes logically sensibleManipur must be given anto be blamed or the absence of the

saying. inlaw.
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EQUIPMENTS, JUST THINK OF US
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the Prime Ministes Ofice or not? and politically matured, but if the additional charge to oversee théobbying power or presence of
If the Presidens Secretariat has bills are confirmed to be in PMO, entire communication over the billsJCILPS in New Delhi is to be
done so, then whether the Primeahen the Chief Minister has everywith Imphal and New DelhidVithout questioned?

Minister's Office has the dicial right to ask the Prime Minister why getting the bureaucratic assessmeteaving aside the politics of taking
receipt of the bills forwarded from the PMO has delayed the processf the ground realities in New credit or hurling blame, the larger
the Rashtrapati Bhavan to theof studying the bills and how longDelhi’s North Block and South fundamental question is — where are
PMO, and if that is confirmed will PMO keep them on its desk? IfBlock along with the Presidest’ the bills now? In whose office are the
officially from the PMO, then the despite knowing the fact that theSecretariat and PMO over the statukills placed, at presenfte they in
question has to be raised on théills are in PMO or Union Home of the bills, merely going to New the Prime Ministeéss Ofice or the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi that Ministry, then the all political Delhiwill prove to be futile and that Rashtrapati Bhavan? This question
how long will the Prime Minister parties’ delegation is to be best ledailure will almost belittle the has to be replied not by separate
keep the bills in PMO and how longby none other than the sta«€hief credibility of almost all the political answers but by only a holistic answer
will PMO study it? If the PMO Minister because the Chief Ministerparties in Manipyrat present. from both the Rashtrapati Bhavan and
replies stating that the bills areis the authorised and elected Leade®olitically, who will take the credit? the PMO.

under consideration and sent foof the people of the state in aThe Congress — which hasThe question of raising issues out of
further examination and study todemocracy introduced the bills in Manipur the bills is separate but to prove that
Union Home Ministry then after The state Chief Minister could alsoAssembly or the BJP in Narendrahe bills are unconstitutional and
confirming its acceptance by thedepute at least 2 (two) PrincipalModi’'s control which will ensure the illegal, and therefore they need to be
Union Home Ministry from its Secretaries in Manipur Bhavan inconversion of the bills into act orrejected and opposed has to be
official receipt of the bills New Delhito only deal with different the JCILPS (Joint Committee ondecided not on the streets or in New
transferred from the PMO, thecentral ministries, PMO and thelnner Line Permit System)? Who carDelhi but only in the Supreme Court
Union Home Ministry must share Rashtrapati Bhavan for a quickalso be blamed if the bills do notof India as thé\pex Court only can
the status of the study of the billsconversion of the bills into act. Thebecome an actin 2016 - whether thdecide whether any act, after the bills
with the Manipur Governmerst’ state$ Residential Commissioner inBJP which is in power in New Delhi become an act, is constitutional or not.
Chief Secretary at the least. If theNew Delhi's Manipur Bhavan could is to be blamed or the less(Ningombam Bupenda Meitel is a
bills are said to be in the Rashtrapatalso facilitate the speeding up of thessertiveness of the lbobi Singh’ poet, author and orator.)
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